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items are cotton and woolen fabrics, iron and steel, machinery and
chemicals. Such neighboring industrial states as Italy, Austria, Ger-
many and Czechoslovakia provide the greatest markets for Yugoslavian
products and furnish most of the imports.

ALBANIA (SHQYPNIE)

The Albanians are an ancient people, and have shown remarkable
capacity for resisting assimilation. Today the major portion of the
population is divided into two groups. In the north are the fierce and
lawless Ghegs, descendants of the early Illyrians. They are largely
ignorant and superstitious, but make magnificent soldiers. The majority
are Mohammedans, but the influence of Roman penetration is shown
in the extreme north by a considerable group of Roman Catholics. To
the south are the Tosks, who, having come under Greek influence, are
not as primitive as their northern neighbors. Many of this group be-
long to the Greek Orthodox Church, while others are Mohammedans.
In fact, some 68 per cent of the entire population are followers of
Islam; the Christian minorities are confined to the northern and south-
ern borders of the country. Lack of education and superstition char-
acterize almost the entire population. The ruggedness of the country,
which makes it difficult for law to penetrate, and the prevailing tribal
type of organization have made deadly blood feuds common in all
sections. As a result, the homes are miniature fortresses, and in the
interior no man thinks of going out-of-doors unless fully armed.

The strategic location of the country and the rivalries of neigh-
boring powers have favored its independence. It is really the meeting
place of the Serb, the Greek and the Italian. Its importance is enhanced
by its control of one side of the Strait of Otranto, thus giving it partial
control of the entrance to the Adriatic. Its territories also1 include the
Bayana and Drin Valleys, which provide the best routes to the interior
of the peninsula to be found south of Fiume. These considerations
have favored the retention of this territory in the hands of a weak
power. They have, however, caused Albania to be the center of inter-
national intrigue and pressure. At present, Italian influence is domi-
nant in both the economic and the political life of the nation, a condi-
tion which Yugoslavia views with considerable alarm*

Albania has a population of some 846,000 in a territory approxi-
mately the size of Switzerland. It is a mountainous country, whose
slopes are deep cut by streams which run to the Adriatic. The land is
especially rugged toward the north, and in this area is to be found one